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Thank you for your letter of 21 October, covering correspondence from your constituent,
Mr Jackson, about the implementation in the UK of Directive 2001/2%EC on copyright and

related rights in the information society.

Firstly, I would stress that our proposals for implementing this Directive are in draft form at
this stage, and will be finalised only after all responses to our current consultation on the
proposals have been carefully considered and we can make any changes which we consider
desirable as a result. [ would emphasise also that it is not our intention to make any changes to
UK copyright law which are not fully in line with the Directive’s requirements. The Directive
was the subject of negotiations lasting over three years, during which the UK was at the
forefront in seeking to ensure that the interests of all parties were taken into account.

Mr Jackson would seem to suggest that we are not taking up flexibilities offered by the
Directive to protect the interests of users of copyright material. [ would not agree. UK law
already contains an extensive series of exceptions to copyright for the benefit of users, relating
to most of the areas addressed in Article 5 of the Directive, which sets out categories of
exceptions that Member States may provide in national law although they are not obliged to do
s0. We intend to retain all of these existing exceptions as far as permitted by the precise terms
of Article 5. The Government has also recently supported Private Member’s legislation to
introduce an exception into UK copyright law permitting the conversion of copyright material
into Braille or other formats accessible by visually impaired people. We are now working to

bring this legislation into force.
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